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are many who could tell pathetic stories of help of
one sort or another, which they have received
either by the use of his influence or from his open-
handed generosity.

But running through all these phases of
his complex intellect and character there was a
notable air of distinction about all that he did, or
wrote, or said. To few men could Johnson's words
on Burke be more truly applied: ' Sir, if a man
were to go by chance at the same time with him
under a shed, to shun a shower, he would say—
" This is an extraordinary man." '

G. K. FORTESCUE.

! WAS once talking with Dr. Garnett
' about certain rare Welsh books not in
the British Museum, a fad: of which
he was fully conscious, when we were

_J joined by a distinguished professor of
osophy, who in the course of conversa-

tion referred to some rare books in that subject,
which also had been wanting in the Museum Li-
brary. Dr. Garnett was able to answer without a
moment's hesitation as each book was named.
* Yes! we still want that,' or, * I am glad to say we
have that now, we bought it so and so.' Before the
conversation ended an eminent mathematician was
introduced, to whom Dr. Garnett put the question:
' Are there any gaps in the Museum Library in
your subject?' A discussion followed on rare books
relating to mathematics, and again the answers
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came prompt: c We have' or * We have not.' This
is a fair example of the bibliographer's memory
applied to a collection so large that intimate know-
ledge of the presence or absence of books would
constitute a remarkable achievement—add to this
his wide knowledge of the contents of books, and
the numerous subjects upon which his knowledge
was that of a specialist, and some idea will be pos-
sible of the extraordinary learning which he carried
so modestly, and placed so willingly at the service
of those who sought his help.

The promptness with which he could draw upon
his stores of knowledge for quotations or illustra-
tions upon any subject of conversation has been
remarked by many who have written about him.
I was always greatly struck by the ease with which
he moved from one topic to another quite remote,
and continue to pour out quotations, parallels, and
illustrations as freely as if there had been no change
of subject. There was no pause, no appearance of
mental effort, he simply glided as a skilled skater
describes a curve on the ice. Whatever the subject,
he gave the impression that his knowledge of it
was fresh and waiting for use. Only one instance
have I ever heard of his knowledge being at fault.
Mrs. Garnett had brought home, after a short
country holiday, a squirrel's nest, which was placed
on the drawing-room table, and shown to her
friends. A lady remarked that she was not aware
squirrels made nests. Mrs. Garnett appealed to
her husband: ( Richard, do squirrels build nests ?'
He hesitated, then replied: * I really don't know;
I don't think so; I must look it up.
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Wide as was his knowledge I think that the way
in which he applied his memory to men and women
was even more wonderful. The number of his friends
was large, yet he made each one feel that his
friendship was personal, as undoubtedly it was.
The memory which served him so well in his
reading, enabled him to keep people in mind, to
recall their interests, and to touch tne personal note
so often lacking with those who know many
people. He quickly recognized the good points of
younger men, and always helped them with sym-
pathy and encouragement. This was especially the
case in matters relating to Librarianship, the field
in which his own greatest work was done. He was
always ready to consider new ideas, and to help
forward those who were striving to make libraries
more efficient. He loved libraries, the British
Museum Library above all others; but his interest
extended to the humblest collection of books in a
village institute. He believed in libraries as con-
tributors to the progress and happiness of mankind;
it was this belief which kept him closely in touch
with the affairs of the Library Association, even
after he had come to feel that the bustle and fatigue
of the annual meeting was too much of a strain.
Many of his most graceful speeches at the Associa-
tion meetings were made under circumstances
which did not allow of their being reported. I
recall especially the charming speech made during
the Aberdeen meeting, when the members were
being entertained by the late Sir William Cunliffe
Brooks, at Glen Tana. If a record of that speech
is available it ought to be printed as an illustration
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of the apt and graceful way in which Dr. Garnett
could use his wide reading for the adornment of
life.

JOHN BALLINGER.

FIRST made the acquaintance of
Richard Garnett shortly after his ap-
pointment as Superintendent of the
Reading Room in 1875, and from
that date to his retirement in 1899,

received from him, in common with all other
readers in the British Museum, unfailing help and
many kindnesses. His connection with the Library
Association, of which he was one of the principal
founders, commenced with the preliminary ar-
rangements of the Organizing Committee for the
first Conference of Librarians in 1877, at which he
read a paper, ' On the System of Classifying Books
on the Shelves followed at the British Museum,'
and joined in several of the debates. I well re-
member the impression made upon us by the
earnest manner in which he treated library tech-
nicalities, and the liberal and enlightened policy
which he advocated for the treatment of the users
of libraries. From that period to very recently he
read many papers at our monthly and annual meet-
ings, chiefly on subjects connected with library
history, the methods used at the British Museum,
the question of printing the catalogue of printed
books, debateable points in cataloguing, and biblio-
graphy. Even at the busiest time he was ever
ready to fill a vacant place on our programmes, and
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